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Chloe Murdock (CM): All right, my name is Chloe Murdock from Miami University of 
Ohio, and I am interviewing Officer Ramadhan --  
Ndayisaba Ramadhan (NR): Yes ma’am. Ndayisaba. 
CM: Ndayisaba. Today is November 16th, 2019, and we are conducting this interview 
at the Dayton, Ohio, public library main branch location, and how old are you? 
NR:  27. 
CM:  27? Okay, and you were born in Burundi? 
NR:  That’s correct.  
CM:  Where in Burundi? 
NR:  Do you guys know about Burundi? Okay, I was born in Rumonge. 
CM:  And how long did you live there? 
NR:  We left in ’96, so maybe about four years or so. 
CM:  Can you tell me about who you lived with while you were there?  
NR:  My Mom, Dad and two brothers.  
CM:  Do you remember any other family members?  
NR:  In Burundi?  
CM:  Yes. 
NR:  Yes, extended family members. At the time I had my Grandma and Grandpa, 
which my Grandpa passed during that time. You know, during the civil war. But 
my Grandma is still alive. 
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CM:  Is she still there? 
NR:  Yes ma’am. 
CM:  Okay, and if you don’t mind me asking, how did your Grandfather die? Do you 
know? 
NR:  During the civil war that caused us to leave the country, they didn’t want to leave. 
You know, they said we’re too old to be out here running around. We’ll just stay 
here. Whatever happens, happens, and he got killed. 
Annie Blair (AB): That’s sad. I’m sorry. 
NR:  It’s okay. 
CM:  Now, I understand you were also in a refugee camp for some time as well. 
NR:  Yes. 
CM:  Can you tell me about - 
NR:  So during the civil war we left Burundi, and the president at the time got 
assassinated. You know, the civil war was between two tribes, Hutu and Tutsi. 
Those are the main ones in Burundi. Actually, it’s three of them, but only the two 
of them are - you know, Hutu and Tutsi. So at the time, the civil war started after 
the president got assassinated. We left the country and went to Congo. We were 
there for a couple weeks, then we went to Tanzania, which is where I stayed for 14 
years and a couple months in the refugee camp. 
CM:  Now can you tell me a little bit about what a typical day looked like while you 
were in the refugee camp? 
NR:  I mean, the first 14 years you get used to it. You know, it is what it is, and you 
have to adapt to it. But the first few days or months, you know, first few weeks 
was kind of rough. You have to get used to it. It was kind of like a forest. Imagine, 
they take you somewhere in the forest and say make yourself at home. And it was 
a whole lot of us and some tents. Some people slept outside. Everything was just 
new, and you had to get used to it. You didn’t know where your family members 
were. You didn’t know if they even made it or not.  
CM:  I’m sorry. Please continue. 
NR:  So not knowing whether or not they made it. It was a huge camp, but at the same 
time, it was kind of overpopulated. Coming there, we had nothing to eat. Nobody 
brought anything other than just simple stuff. A couple household stuff, you 
know, clothes and stuff. A lot of people lost their belongings. My photos of when I 
was a kid were all gone. A lot of stuff that people brought was just things they can 
carry while running around for a couple weeks or couple months. There’s only so 
much that you can carry around. Once I got to the camp, it was like starting over 
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again. Get a house. First few months, people lived in tents or huts until when they 
started developing built houses out of wood and tarp just to get started. At the 
same time, we used to get food twice a week. No, not a week. Twice a month. 
Every two weeks that would be corn, beans, oil, cooking oil, salt, and what else 
did we get? A couple other things that we used to get but I can't really remember.  
CM:  That’s okay. Now, in terms of the space in the refugee camp, how much of the 
area did you try to claim as your own, if that makes sense. 
NR:  It depends on where you were in the camp and where you were placed. It was not 
a big space. Maybe it would be about 20 x 20, 20 meters by 20 meters. Most of us 
had to stay there. That was our home; that was everything. So if you had to plant 
anything, you use that. At a later time, people started going outside of the camp. 
Not too far outside and started planting stuff. Carrots, cabbage, all kinds of 
things. Tomatoes. Onions. Those are the things that people use for backup. They 
don’t have to go buy things. Other than that, you just use whatever you have, 
what they give you. We had a couple different stuff like bananas, mangoes and 
avocado trees. All kinds of different stuff. As much as you can fit in it without 
limiting yourself. 
CM:  Do you have any memories from when you were still in Burundi?  
NR:  In Burundi? Yeah, I was young. I remember some things, but not a whole lot. 
Yeah, I do. 
CM:  You do? Can you tell me about them? 
NR:  I mean, until I was in school. I remember going to kindergarten. For a few days, I 
was excited, but everything, of course when you’re a kid -- I had the chance to go 
back and everything was different. When I was a kid, I don’t know. Everything 
seemed to be exciting at the time. I didn’t know the struggle that my parents were 
going through. My dad used to -- he was a fisherman (on Lake Tanganyika). So I 
saw remember every morning going to the lake, and he would get some fish to 
take home. We didn’t live that far from the lake. I remember those days. Waking 
up in the morning, not having to go anywhere. Just stay home with Mom and 
hang out with other kids in the neighborhood. We lived close to the main road, so 
I remember my parents always yelling at me to stay away from the street. I would 
just be out there waving at people. I remember those days, but nothing too 
serious. 
CM:  And you said you returned to Burundi. How old were you when that happened?  
NR:  That was 2017. I think I was 25 years old.  
CM:  What was your motivation for returning?  
NR:  To go back? I still have extended family that we had to go and check on. Even my 
Grandma is still alive. At the time, she was sick. I asked permission, and they 
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were like okay you can go to check on her. I went there for a month. It didn’t feel 
like a month. It felt like it was just a week. 
CM:  I understand that you went back when you were older. Was any, you know, your 
childlike notions kind of disenchanted when you came back? What specifically 
felt different? 
NR:  Going back? Of course, there’s been a lot. Years passed by. I don’t remember 
much. I didn’t go to different places. The places that I went to, I can’t even 
remember them. Now, going back, as old as I was, things changed a lot. You 
know, lifestyle. I heard about it, but it’s different than seeing. Get your own 
perspective. Lifestyle is different. I talked to a couple kids, well not kids, students 
who finished school. I asked them, “How is it here?” It’s not like here. We finish 
school, apply and get a job. Back home, it’s different. You don’t get a job right 
after school. Even if you do, you have to pay before you get hired. A lot of people, 
they’ll go to school and finish school, they’ll come back and sit at home. A lot of 
people are not even motivated to go to school. They’re like what is the point of 
going to school if you’re not going to get a job? There’s a lack of jobs. Not a whole 
lot of jobs. A lot of people would rather do their own business. Start their own 
business instead of going to school and spending a whole lot of money. Your 
parents spend a lot of money, try to sell their belongings and properties that they 
own to get you to go to school and finish school, and after that, you have nothing 
to do. I feel like that was money for no reason, so most people just do business. 
From the ones that I went and talked to, the ones that started businesses instead 
of going to school, they end up hiring the ones that went to school. So people get 
discouraged. There’s this person, I used to tell him to go to school, get your 
degree, and get your education. But I’m out here working for him even though 
they didn’t go to school. I have an education, but I’m working for them and 
they’re not educated. So people get discouraged. 
CM:  Back to you. In the refugee camp, you spent a lot of your -- all or most of your 
childhood there. Did you get any education while you were in the refugee camp? 
NR:  Yeah, we were able to. I went to school from first grade to sixth grade. I was about 
to go to the seventh grade, then we came over here.  
CM:  Could you remind me how old you were when you came here to the U.S.? 
NR:  Sixteen. 
CM:  Sixteen, and you went to school here as well? In Dayton? 
NR:  Yes. 
CM:  What school did you go to? 
NR:  I went to Belmont High School. 
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CM:  Belmont High School.  
NR:  I don’t know if you guys are familiar with the schools here. Are you? 
CM:  I’m not, personally. No.  
NR:  Oh, okay.  
CM:  That’s okay. What was it like to transition from the refugee camp to going to 
school here? 
NR:  I mean, everything was different. From back home, my typical day would be-- 
back in the camp, I woke up in the morning and washed my face. If there was 
water to do so. Sometimes we didn't have enough water to even do that or take a 
shower in the morning. Sometimes they didn’t have it. Put my clothes on. Of 
course, no shoes. I had to walk to school -- a couple miles away. I lived a couple 
miles away from school. No breakfast in the morning. You go there, and once you 
get there, the school is not as fancy as here. Of course, there would be open 
windows. Sometimes, it wasn’t school. It would be different churches that they 
used as schools because they didn’t have enough money to build schools for 
everybody. It would depend on what grade and how far can you go. Old students, 
they would send them out because they navigate or find their way out to different 
locations. But the younger ones, they’ll try to keep them close to the school, the 
main school so that way they don’t get lost. Like I said, at lunch time, you just 
have to go back home and hope there’s enough for everybody. If not, you just 
have to come back. Sometimes, because they were a lot of kids in the 
neighborhood -- it was a lot of students, so if you go in the morning, you don’t 
come back in the afternoon. Then the next week you go afternoon, the other kids 
go in the morning. So if you spend the morning, five days a week in the morning 
in school, then you spend afternoons the following week. It will be changing. The 
older guys, I think it was fourth or fifth graders to seventh grade, it would be 
every day you go and lunchtime you go back home. You eat, and afternoon you go 
back to school. Actually, I think it was 4 p.m., then you go home. I think it was 
4:45 or 4:30, then you go home. Older guys, seventh grade to twelfth, they were 
in school from I think 9 to 3, if I’m not mistaken. Then they go home, five days a 
week. There, of course, it was difficult. Here, you wake up in the morning, and 
you know everything is there. You open your fridge, get some breakfast. You 
decide... you can do that at home or you can do that at school. To go to school, 
you don’t have to walk on foot. A bus will come and pick you up. Maybe your 
parents will drop you off. You go to school, you decide what you want to eat for 
breakfast. Back home, you don’t have to make that decision. What you get is what 
you eat, and sometimes, you don’t eat. Here, it’s about making decisions. 
Sometimes, you don’t even want to eat. You just want to go to class without 
eating. So, you know, those different things just meant a whole bunch -- it’s a big 
difference. In schools here, we have technology. We have computers. Kids get to 
use computers. There, I never got to use a computer until I got here. I never had a 
cell phone until I got here. So, it’s a whole lot. You get lunch time here, and you 
eat lunch. There, no breakfast and no lunch. Here, some kids in high school, 
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almost all of them have cell phones. They just [swallow?] it, I guess. It is what it 
is. So the other thing that kind of blew my mind when I got here. I went to 
Belmont at the time, it was kind of rough.  Kids smoking, you know, it was my 
first time seeing kids my age smoking, especially at school. I just couldn’t wrap 
my head around it. It’s just-- I couldn’t get it. The other things that really blew my 
mind was high school students being pregnant and going to school. So I was like, 
my mom can come here, too? I just couldn’t get it. How do you know if that was a 
thing or not? I just -- I don’t know. Some kids had just been disrespectful to the 
other kids, especially teachers. They would talk back and stuff. This is not how I 
was raised, you know. We used to get spanked at school with sticks and stuff. 
Here, “Oh, I’ll call my mom. I’ll tell the police.” I was like, “Wow, okay.” Whether 
they do their home works or not, sometimes they’ll just come back and copy at 
school in the morning. Back home, that was not the case. You’d get in trouble. It 
was just different.  
CM:  Did you notice that on the first day of school? 
NR:  Most of this, yes. Ah, the homework part, I didn’t get it on the first day but I could 
see that they were copying stuff. I was like, I don’t know what's going on, and you 
know, they were like “Oh, the last one, the last one,” in the morning. I was like 
“Wow, okay.” It was a lot, but at the same time, I was like maybe I’m just new. I 
don’t know what’s going on. I’ll wait and see how it goes. 
CM:  You were 16 when you entered school. What grade were you?  
NR:  I was a freshman. 
CM:  Freshman. I read that you immediately got into sports, very quickly. Could you 
tell me more about that? 
NR:  Yeah, I mean, it was a lot going on. Like I said, it was kind of rough at the time. I 
wanted to keep myself busy and make friends. There used to be a lot of fights. 
Kids used to fight all the time. Instead of breaking fights, there’d just hold their 
cellphones and record. Like what’s going on down here? And they were just like 
go on, go on, go on. That made me kind of scared. I was like am I going to be the 
next one? If I happen to be the next one, who was going to be there for me? 
Nobody, I have nobody that’s going to come out here. The time was kind of rough 
for us because we were the first ones (refugees). The first ones to go there. They 
had no experience with refugees. If anything ever happened, nobody’s out there 
to fight for us. We’re just on our own -- in our corner. And for me, they always 
kind of picked on me. Not picked on me, but I kind of stood out of everybody else. 
You know, just my body was -- the way I have always looked. I have always 
looked awkward. I was like if they have to fight anybody they’ll probably pick me. 
Think I’ll fight for everybody else.  
 Most of the time when people talk to us, other people won’t-- my friends from 
Africa, they won’t say anything. They’ll be like he’s a big one, talk about that, fight 
that guy. It was always kind of mean.  
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 So I was like, if I have to do anything, I have to join sports. If I’m in a team, 
nobody is going to want me to be hurt. They’ll look out for me. They will become 
kind of like brothers. Sisters, if they are. So I played football at the time. They 
didn’t have soccer. I wanted to play soccer, but they didn’t have. When I went to 
my high school coach and was like I want to play football, he was like, “Oh, you 
want to play football?” I was like yes, why is he getting excited? So I didn’t know 
what football he was talking about. I was like, why is he getting excited just when 
I want to play football? It’s simple, you know, and he was like, “Okay come to my 
office and see me after school.” I went there and started seeing big guys, you 
know, lions. I was like, “You guys play football too?” They were like, “Yeah, yeah.” 
I was like, wow, okay, this is going to be fun. I’m not used to seeing big guys 
playing soccer, you know, back home we were all just skinny. So we can run. But 
for these guys, they were just walking, and I had no idea what was going on out 
here but it’s going to be fun.  
 So I go in and he gave me the football and American football is like -- he tossed it 
to me and said toss it back. I was like no, I was talking about football. He said, 
“This is football.” So we kind of had a chat and he was not understanding, then he 
ended up Googling it. Then, I pointed at it and was like that at a soccer ball, and 
he was like “No, we don’t have this. This is soccer. We don’t have it.”  
 I was like, “Okay, I’ll play anyway.” I had no idea what was going on. At the time 
it was during track season, people were getting ready. I got here in January so it 
was kind of cold, and they were doing indoor practice. Getting ready to go outside 
in the spring.  
 We didn’t have football right away, so I had to wait till summertime and came 
back to start practicing. I made a lot of friends doing sports, and even now, I still 
keep in touch with them.   
CM:  Now what kind of challenges did you meet when you first arrived in the United 
States?  
NR:  For me? I mean, the language and the snow. It was too cold. It was too much.  
CM:  You came in January.  
NR:  Yeah, I came in January, and at the time, it was just too much. It had snow 
everywhere. It maybe snowed a couple days prior, the snow was melting, and it 
was just too cold. I would be inside and see the sun through the window, so I 
would be like oh, okay, it’s hot. Then as soon as I stepped outside, I’d be like ah, I 
made a mistake. But I didn’t want to just be inside. I was eager to go outside and 
just explore. See what it is, go to different places, and just enjoy.  
 Back in the camp, I was always used to it. Came here, I was like this is not what 
I’m used to -- going everywhere. And at the time, since back home it’s a lot of 
people, you get to know your neighbors. In the whole city, I almost know 
everybody in the area. Here, you don’t even know your next-door neighbors. You 
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don’t even know their kids, so I was like, what’s going on here? Do we have 
neighbors?  
 Also just people, you know, in and out. They come to their vehicle and leave. 
Come to their vehicle and come back inside. I was like this is kind of weird. It’s 
not what I’m used to, but okay. It’s just different, you know. My neighbors that I 
came and talked to, for days, weeks, months, years, you don’t even know who it 
is. You don’t even know their names. It’s just not what I was used to. 
CM:  So where were you placed? Were you living in an apartment or house? 
NR:  It was a house, but a double.  
CM:  Double. Who were you living with? Anybody else?  
NR:  My parents.  
CM:  Your parents, okay. 
NR:  Family, the whole family. Two brothers, one sister.  
CM:  Did you share a room with anybody? 
NR:  At the time, my brother. Yes, I did. 
CM:  And your siblings, how did they fare in school? How did they do in school? 
NR:  My big brother, my two big brothers were older than 18, so they didn’t go to 
school. They had to go to work. I was the only one in school, and my younger 
sister was -- how old was she? I think she was six or so. Five or six at the time. So 
I was the only one, but they were old. My older brothers wanted to go to school, 
but they were like, “You guys are too old.” They were too old, and they had to go 
to job work. Even that, you know, you just got here so we have to go through the 
paperwork. Get all the paperwork done before they could do anything. And once 
you get working, you kind of have to start taking care of stuff. It’s kind of hard to 
work away.  
CM:  Can you tell me about how you went from going to school -- just the lead up to 
getting your position as a police officer?  
NR:  Yeah, from Belmont, I graduated in 2012. I knew this was something that I had 
always wanted to do from talking to different officers. I saw that they were nice to 
people. I was used to just police officers back home. They were always mean to 
people. If you do something, if you don’t pay them, you get -- I was like, this is 
different. People are this nice to people. I guess I can do it, too.  
 So, the more I talked to them, the more I liked it. I was like, okay, I like the idea. 
My plan was to go to the military after high school and then come back. My 
parents didn’t want that. They were like, oh we don’t want you to get killed, this 
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and that. I can always get killed. I could just be here inside the house, relaxing 
and get killed. I was like, okay, if you guys don’t want me to go to the military, 
then I’ll just join the police department. You know, they were kind of skeptical 
about it. They wanted me to be maybe a doctor, or you know, somebody.  
 Back home, in order to get a job, like I said, it’s kind of hard to get a job. If you’re 
a doctor, you’re more likely to get a job. If you’re a mechanic, sometimes. All this 
other options that we have here, we did not have back home. So for them, they 
kind of still have that mindset. If you say something that they don’t know about, 
they’re like what is that? What are you going to do? How are you going to get a 
job? They don’t know that we have more options than back home.  
 When I told them, they said, “You should be a doctor so that you can go back 
home and help people if you have to.”  
 It’s not about what you guys want me to do, it’s about what I want to do. I can’t 
do it because of you guys. I’m the one who’s going to be working this job. I don’t 
want to do it just to make you happy, then I’ll end up not being happy. And that is 
just going to defeat the purpose. So, after high school, I went to Sinclair for a few 
semesters.  
AB:  Sinclair Community College? 
NR:  Yeah, I was taking classes there as I was working part time as a janitor at the Fifth 
Third Bank. At the time, before I got hired with the city (of Dayton). I was 
working night time. I would go to school in the morning, then go to work at 5:30 
[p.m.] to 11 [p.m.]. I did that for two years, then I got hired with the city, and the 
more I talked to the officers, you know.  
 At the time, I was waiting for my citizenship - I was not a U.S. citizen yet. I had to 
wait. And they were like, “You don’t have to have a degree if you want to work for 
Dayton. You don’t have to have a degree in criminal justice. You just stay here 
with us as long as ... we’ll keep you up to date as far as the application stuff and 
get you a U.S. citizen, then you’ll be good to go.”  
CM:  How long did it take you to get your citizenship? How long was the wait? 
NR:  You have to be here five years, and then you have to take the test. At the time, in 
2012, that’s when I graduated high school, I didn’t get it right away. I had to wait, 
and when I got it, I think they had a -- it wasn’t on time. I missed my -- I think it 
was in December, that’s when I became a U.S. citizen. By the time, I could not 
apply for anything. At the time, the applications were closed so I had to wait 
again for the following year. The following year, I think they were not hiring the 
kind of post, so I just had to wait until whenever they hired again.  
CM:  Did you just continue to do other work in the meantime?  
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NR:  Yes, I was working. I think in 2013, I got hired on with the city. I was working as a 
janitor again, you know, cleaning buildings. I was working in the water 
department, and I would go to different cities, mostly just Cincinnati and here. 
Sometimes, I would go to Indiana for some jobs [as a valet parker?] That was just 
another side job on Fridays, Saturdays, or whenever they needed me.  
 As far as for the city, I got promoted in 2018 towards the end of the year. No, the 
beginning of the year -- water department, water treatment, so I was there. 
CM:  Which facility?  
NR:  In the water department. So I was there for about six months before I started [at 
the police academy?] The academy started last year, September 5th, until April of 
this year. April 5th. So about seven months.  
AB:  So you have been a police officer since April? 
NR:  Yes, ma’am.  
AB:  That’s great. 
CM:  I’m trying not to ask about -- I know that I can’t deviate from the questions. Right 
now, how is your home life?  
NR:  Home here or back in Burundi? 
CM:  Here. 
NR:  Here. Oh, I still live with my parents. I told them, you know, not just because the 
job that I have right now because I make as much I want to make doesn’t mean 
I’m going to keep them aside. I’ll stay there for as long as I can and support them. 
I’m still living with them. I live with my little sister, she’s in high school still. My 
mom and dad. My other brother is married and the other one is in Tennessee.  
CM:  What do you hope for the future? 
NR:  The future. Get better at the job. Start my own family someday. Continue to be on 
myself.  
CM:  If we could backtrack a little bit, could you tell me about the first time you 
remember interacting with an officer in the U.S.? 
NR:  The first time would be in Belmont (High School)... . During the fights, they’ll 
have officers come out. They used to spend a whole lot of time at Belmont. At the 
time, it was like you guys just work here or -- morning time, you know. Lunch 
time. After school, they would just be there posted. Even the security guards, they 
couldn’t do anything. What are you guys here for? So I used to catch the bus every 
morning. Sometimes, they would not be there in the morning. They would be 
there at lunch time. They would be posted in the cafeteria during lunch time. 
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After finished eating lunch, then they would leave. Sometimes they would be 
there in the morning like I said. But mostly, it was during lunch time. At the time, 
I couldn’t speak English, and when I say fights used to occur all the time. At the 
time, I remember them lunch with us. You know, just to make us feel safe. One 
day, when I was new, food wasn’t -- I didn’t like the food. Some of the names, you 
know, let’s say hot dogs. That was the name, and I thought they were feeding us 
dogs. Even the way it was shaped. And the other one was corn dog. There were 
just all these names, and I was like, what am I eating? This tastes funny. Other 
students used to come to me and be like, “Hey, do you want to eat your food?” 
You know at the time, if anybody asked me something, it was either yes or no. I 
would just say something like yes, and if their was reaction was like -- I was like 
okay, maybe I said something. If I said no and what if they come to me and say 
“Do you want your food?” Sometimes I would say no, then they would take it. 
Other times, if I want to try, I wouldn’t understand the question. “Do you want 
your food?” and say no, but I meant to say yes. It was just those moments. So 
officers used to be there, and they’d be like, “Oh, don’t mess with him just let him 
be.” That was the first few times that I got to interact with them. They’re just nice, 
and this is something that I find interesting. Other than that, it would just be 
community. [unclear] They come to the community and check on people. 
[unclear] invite people, and they would come out with their vehicles on bikes. 
Bike patrols to the kids in the neighborhood. I used to live on -- not too far. I 
don’t know how far you guys live from here. Are you familiar with the Dayton 
area? 
AB:  I am.  
NR:  Miami. Not too far from Grandview Hospital. 
AB:  Grandview Hospital, yeah, I know where that is.  
NR:  Right in front of Grandview Hospital, that’s where we stayed. We used to have a 
lot of officers come out there. It’s kind of a neighborhood known for refugees so 
they used to come out there and check on us. Even officers that used to come out 
there, I still work with them.  
CM:  Oh, so you work with people that used to come to your neighborhood? 
Emma Hendy (EH): That must be cool.  
NR:  Yes, it is. Even the ones that came to Belmont. She used to be there. Other ones I 
guess are retired. They didn’t like to deal with the kids much. 
CM:  For your job, do you visit that same neighborhood that you used to live in? 
NR:  Oh, yeah. I’m on the west side so it’s part of my jurisdiction. You go there -- I 
drop by whenever I can. I work night shifts, 8:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m., so even when 
I drive through nobody’s there. The kids are asleep. I cannot get to talk to 
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anybody. I still drive by and check it out to make sure everything's okay and how 
it’s supposed to be. 
CM:  Now, if we could get back to the language barrier in school. You got a little bit 
into how you navigated that, but how long did it take for you to feel comfortable 
in English?  
[unclear/simultaneous speaking] 
NR:  I was never comfortable. It took quite some time. You get this, then there’ll be a 
next challenge. You understand this, then there’ll be something else that’s 
challenging. At the time, we did not have ESL programs. Like I said, we were the 
first students there. They had no idea how to -- we spent most of the first, I think, 
maybe the whole year just walking around classes. After classes, not knowing 
what was going on. They just show us the schedule. They have somebody walk us 
to the next class. We go over there and sit down, not knowing what’s going on. 
We didn’t have ESL programs at all. At that time, it was hard for us to learn 
anything.  
 The only thing that I kind of understood at the time was French and Maths. 
Maths I was kind of just okay. French, I was okay. But even then, you guys don’t 
speak French. We don’t need it so -- [unclear.] It was kind of hard to learn 
English at the time. The next year I had a teacher for ESL -- who teaches ESL. It 
was kind of better, but even then, it was challenging for a lot of different kids. The 
next year we had Spanish-speaking kids and Arabic-speaking kids, so it was a 
combination of everybody. We just had to learn from each other.  
 You make a mistake, it’s okay. For me, it was a lot better than everybody else 
because even if I made a mistake, I was always with the football team, trying. 
[unclear] The more I got to hear them speak, the better. At least I could 
understand more than I could speak. 
CM:  This is going to be a little bit of switching gears. What role did religion play in 
your resettlement when you came here? 
NR:  When I came out here, I’m a Muslim so coming out here, it was just different. The 
community -- when I was back home, there was a lot of Muslims. The percentage 
was maybe 75. Here, I think it’s barely ten. I don’t even know if it’s ten percent. 
So going to school on Friday -- usually, back home, we usually go to the mosque 
on Fridays. But here, it was just different, and nobody even mentioned anything 
so I was like --  I don’t know.  
 Of course, we didn’t even know where the mosques were, when people started 
reaching out to us like, “Oh, you guys are Muslims,” this and that, they showed us 
different places. At the time, I didn’t even know there was a mosque [unclear]. 
Everything is different here, even the way holidays are celebrated. Like 
Christmas. Back home, they take it seriously. I know you guys take it serious, too, 
this and that. All snow and Santa stuff, but back home people cook and they get 
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together. Here, people go to different places and celebrate; you get a day off or 
two. Back home, not everybody has jobs so they get whatever they get. Nobody 
have to take off, but it’s huge. Here, even if you celebrate, it’s not -- you just going 
with your family members, that’s about it. It’s not like your community is going to 
get together, cook a meal and share this and that. It’s just - the whole vibe is not 
there. Back home, everybody gets together. Everybody. The more, I guess, the 
better. But here, it’s just your family members.  
 If you get some from out of town, but 10-15 of you guys cook a big meal and that’s 
about it. Your neighbors are on their own. [unclear] Even some of our holidays, 
when we fast during Ramadan, when we break out fast, it’s just different. 
Everybody here, after you finish your prayers, you go back home. Even if you 
cook, you don’t even enjoy it. Think about it. You enjoy the mosque.  
 We grew up with nothing so when you get something, you really enjoy it. But 
here, you have everything. What are you going to cook to make you feel like it’s 
special? What? Change your seasoning? You’re going to feel like you did 
something. But at home, certain things we didn’t get. We didn’t have access to 
steak every night. We didn’t have access to even food every night.  
 So certain foods, you know, you get it for holidays like rice and steak. All kinds of 
different stuff. Certain meals, if you cook it on a holiday, you get it and are always 
looking forward to it. We didn’t have clothes, so every holiday, they buy you a 
new outfit. You feel excited as a kid. Even adults buy themselves some kind of 
outfit and get excited. The only time they will. It’s holiday season, maybe 
Christmas, or New Year’s. Those were days that we were always looking forward 
to.  
 For here, you know, Halloween is coming so I need an outfit. Most days even, I 
need a new phone - there’s always things to gift, just like it’s nothing special. Back 
home, those things, you know -- what am I going to get? A pair of shoes, or 
maybe a shirt. Whatever it is, I’ll dress up. I’ll feel like I’m somebody. Everybody 
else -- it’s just exciting. Here, same old stuff. Some people just gift things. 
[unclear] It’s just different. Everybody, whenever they come here, are like, “How 
you guys celebrate here? You guys have everything, but you don’t celebrate.” I 
was like, “There’s nothing to celebrate with. We have everything. We’re used to 
it.” What can you do to change?  
 Go to Miami -- even then, how often can you do that? So I was like, it is what it is. 
We just have to get used to it. Work, if you can take a vacation, take a vacation. 
Even when you to Miami, it’s fun going places, but what about people? It’s not 
everybody who’s able to do it. The more of you guys, the better. You have fun, a 
lot of fun. If you go to Miami by yourself, you know, two friends then it’s - 
AB:  It’s not much. 
NR:  There’s not a whole lot you can do. Even when you go there -- for here, we’re kind 
of stressed about our jobs. When you’re here, your mind is not free. You know 
Ndayisaba Ramadhan interview, Nov. 16, 2019  14 
next week, I have to come back and clock in. I can’t be late. I can’t miss my flight. 
Certain things take your freedom away. You can’t just go there and -- just all out. 
You have to think about tomorrow.  
CM:  Do you hope to return to Burundi again? I know you said you visited it before.  
NR:  Yeah, I’m looking forward to going back and visiting.  
CM:  How often do you speak to your family back home while you’re here?  
NR:  Every other day. I mean, I try to keep up with people there. I try to talk to them 
daily, but as far as my family -- different people. It’s not like I have this person 
that I usually talk to. [unclear] It’s almost every day, but different people. 
CM:  Is there anything that you think American citizens should know or understand 
about the refugee process? 
NR:  One of us came here, you know, when you say I was in the refugee camp, I 
understand we didn’t have much. But they think we walk naked -- I mean that 
was the kids in high school were like, “Oh, have you ever killed a lion?” When I 
was in the camp, I didn’t even see -- I guess the biggest animal that I saw was a 
deer. It was not at close range. It was like far away. They thought I was just out 
there hunting lions, elephants, tigers.  
 My high school coach used to -- when I was wrestling, he used to lie to different 
kids at wrestling tournaments and be like, “Oh, be careful, he’s wrestled tigers 
back home. Kids would be scared coming to wrestle me. I was like, you can’t be 
doing that to other kids who come out here scared and stuff. I was kind of strong, 
but he’ll be like, “Be careful, I told you, he’s wrestled tigers.”  He was just messing 
with them.  
 Yeah, for me, I grew up in a camp. We have other places; we have downtown. I 
grew up in a camp. You know, that’s where I spent 14 years of my teenage. When 
I was a teenager, I didn’t get to go and stay in those nice areas. But they exist. 
People just don't think -- they say, “You’re from Africa,” and just get the jungle 
Africa. They don’t get the image that we have downtown, too. It’s just not as 
maybe as big or beautiful, but we still have downtown. It’s not everybody who 
walks around naked. People don’t get that Africa is a huge country. They don’t 
know that we speak a lot of languages. Most people come to me, they’re like, 
“Hey, can you speak African?” I’m like, what is African? I don’t know what it is. 
I’m from one country. It’s a continent. We don’t have one general language that 
we speak.  
 A lot of people don’t get it. As soon as they see that you’re from African, they 
think that we’re all the same. You’re from here. You do this. If such and such 
spoke to me this way -- like, “Oh, he said this, what does this mean? I’m like, I 
don’t know. It’s huge. I don’t even know what language that is. I think, Congo, 
they over 100 languages. That’s just one country.  
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 So we’re out here talking about what such and such said to me, I have no idea. I 
will be lying to you. I think they watch National Geographic. Most of the stuff 
they stuff is just outside of the town; how people live. People get that and as soon 
as they see an African person, they’re like, “Oh, I see.” I get it when they ask me if 
I hunt lions and stuff. Maybe that’s what they see on YouTube or TV. PBS.  
 I guess that’s what they see, and that’s what they expect from everybody. I was 
like, I have not killed a lion. I have no idea what it looks like. I have not even seen 
it, not even in a zoo.  
CM:  Did you experience any deeper discrimination while you were here? If you did, 
how did you deal with that? 
NR:  For me, being African at the time, when I got here, it was kind of different. Other 
kids were not as accepting as now. But when they got to know us, oh, you guys are 
just -- we’re the same. Just because you cannot speak the language -- we’re the 
same. [unclear] Oh, you’re from Africa, you can’t sit with us. You’re from Africa, 
we can’t eat lunch together, this and that. All that type of stuff. For me, I was like, 
It’s going to come to an end. It is what it is. Just stay positive. Everything is about 
experience. If you never experienced something before, you don’t know how to 
handle it. At the time, I didn’t know what to do. I felt like I did not belong. What I 
was -- at the same time, I felt like this is new to them too. I’m sure once we 
become friends, they’ll see that we’re just -- it’s just the language that separate us. 
And the continent. Other than that, we’re the same. I feel like I was 
discriminated. Not just me, even my other buddies from Africa. Bus -- 
Sometimes, we never wanted to be in the back seats because that’s where all the 
troublemakers used to sit. So we’d sit in the front, and if I -- some other kids, we 
didn’t care. The other ones, the troublemakers, would be in the back and 
troubling -- this and that. We tried to stay next to the bus driver so that kind of 
protection. 
CM:  Alright, is there anything else you would like to say? 
NR:  Thanks for having me.  
AB:  Thank you.  
CM:  Thank you. 
EH: Thank you for coming.  
AB:  I wanted to ask, are there other officers who are from Burundi originally? 
NR:  Here, in Dayton? No, ma’am. 
AB:  You’re the only one? 
NR:  Yes.  
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EH:  What about other refugee officers? 
NR:  Not in Dayton. Now, there are no. Now even then because [jurisdictions?] are 
different. [unclear] I would’ve heard then. 
AB:  You’re in a unique position.  
NR:  Yes. I try to open doors. In high school, I was the first one to play sports. Always 
felt like of -- there were American kids, best friends, even their parents -- 
influence, you know, from things that they saw. Fight all the time. [unclear] They 
didn’t want us to be around those type of behaviors.  
 So even for me, they were like, “You don’t want to be like them.” I didn’t hang out 
with them a lot outside of school time, but most of time, high school kids. Being 
football players, they were like, we’ve got to go to the park. Meet up at the park 
and play flag football, just for fun and hang out. They always wanted me to go and 
play with them. Just come out and play with us. I used to go, and my parents 
used to think --  every time, they were like, “Who do you hang out with?” Who 
else do you think I was hanging out with? They’re like, “Ah, you can’t be doing 
that, this and that.”  
 High school parties -- every time you guys go to the party, all you do is smoke and 
drink. I was like, that’s not me. I never smoked before. I never drank. Now, 
[unclear] Even up to date, I have not smoked or drank. I was like just because 
somebody else is doing it does not mean I have to do it.  
 My parents were always kind of skeptical about who we hang out with and stuff. 
If the kids were bad because of what they do, or how they dress like -- at the time, 
having their pants all the way down, and they’ll still have their belts on. But then 
it was like, why do you have your belt on if you’re not going to pull things all the 
way up?  
 That was another thing when we just got here. We were just a lot different from 
everybody else. The way we dressed and stuff. The would have everything down 
here and we would be up here. Then, they would be like -- so, it was just different.  
AB:  Thank you so much for your time. 
CM:  Yes, thank you.  
AB:  We really appreciate it. 
